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titudcs held in common; certain rules of conduct that must
be observed; certain common purposes that develop as inter-
dependence increases. These common purposes, attitudes,
and ideals are woven into a moral imperative that guides
conduct even when reason or will fails to function. As
children grow older, they can assume more and more respon-
sibility for conforming to laws made for the common good.
Cost of Juvenile Delinquency. — It has been estimated that
the annual cost of crime in the United States amounts to half
the national debt, or about nineteen billions of dollars.
Theoretically it seems entirely possible to reduce this enor-
mous expenditure by effective education.
Factors in Juvenile Delinquency. — It is important to
recognize school, home, and community conditions and se-
quences of behavior that lead to the special kinds of de-
velopment designated as delinquency. None of the factors
that appear to be related to delinquency appear in isolation.
Yet some of the following factors operate in most cases of
juvenile delinquency: badly conducted home — too lax or
too strict; lack of sympathy, understanding, and security at
home; unsuitable school curricula and methods; and corrupt
neighborhood and lack of constructive social agencies.
Of these influences Healy and Bronner31 found parent-
child relationship and attitudes to be the most clearly re-
lated to delinquent behavior- One child in a family who
had even a single source of affection — someone who be-
lieved in him and loved him — would not take the path to
delinquency whereas a brother or sibling lacking this satis-
factory personal relationship would be started on a career
of crime. The well-adjusted child appears to have a more
normal amount of satisfaction through approval and accept-
ance whereas the delinquent child receives an excess of
either solicitude or neglect or is subjected to other un-
favorable parental attitudes.
A special analysis of the records of one thousand juvenile
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